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May 8, 1995
NEW UM PROGRAM TO EASE FRESH M EN INTO CAMPUS LIFE
M ISSOU LA —
Graduating high school seniors who fear being lost in the crowd when they register at the
University of Montana-Missoula next fall can rest a little easier, thanks to a new program on the
UM campus.
The program, Freshman Interest Groups, or FIGs, will establish 19 groups of 25 freshmen,
who will share their first-semester experience, taking classes together and meeting weekly with a
UM senior guide. The senior guides will serve as group leaders, helping the students adjust to
campus life with the assistance of faculty preceptors.
"The freshmen will be introduced to the campus by the most outstanding people we could
find," said Hank Harrington, director of the program.

"The guides have agreed to do this for love

of UM and for the two credits they’ll earn."
Students in each group will enroll together in a cluster of classes loosely related by a
common theme. For example, one group will take various classes related to Montana, including
courses on the state’s geology and history. Another will explore the origins of life, with classes in
biology, geography and chemistry.
Several groups will be tailor-made for students linked by their particular needs. A back-toschool-basics group will serve women, 22 years or older, who are enrolling as first-time students.
Another group will serve pre-education majors.
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Those who enroll in FIGs will have the option of registering for an additional course or two
unrelated to the group’s core curriculum, Harrington said.
Each group guide will hold weekly discussions which will not only allow the students to get
to know one another, but will help the students make the most of campus facilities such as the
library or computer labs, Harrington said. In the discussion groups, freshmen will also meet with
faculty in an informal setting and have opportunities for social and cultural activities.
"One of the functions of these discussion groups is to help the freshmen set up study
groups," Harrington said. "Since everyone in a group will be taking many of the same courses,
students will be able to help one another.
"Hopefully, they’ll develop permanent relationships that will last their entire college career."
FIGs will be available only during the autumn semester, Harrington said, adding that FIG
groups are available for about one quarter of the entering freshman class. By fall 1996, FIGs will
be available to one third of the entering freshmen.
FIG registration forms will be available at three 1995 summer orientations to be held on
campus June 14-16, June 28-30 and July 12-14. The 475 slots will be filled on a first-come, firstserved basis.
"FIGs will give students a small college experience in a big university," Harrington said.
"Our goal is to get our freshmen off to a good start at UM by putting them in close contact with the
University and with each other."
For more information contact Freshmen Interest Group Director Hank Harrington, 243-2904.
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